262
EDGAR ALLAN POE,
romance of his temperament impelled him to indulge " they were powerless to disturb the love and confidence between himself and Virginia; and on her own part, his devoted admirer obtained from him a solemn promise not to use stimulants, and, she naively states, lie so far observed bis word as never to appear before her when affected by them.
At Virginia's request a correspondence arose between the two, but fraught with evil consequences; for, one day, after the Foes had removed to the village of Fordhara, whither they went when the cherry-trees blossomed in 1846, Mrs. Ellet, who was calling on them, saw an open letter from Mrs. Osgood to Poej couched in language which in her judgment required friendly interference.   This lady consulted with her friends, and  the  scandalized bevy of interlopers prevailed on Mrs. Osgood to commission some of them to demand the return of lier portion of the too sugared correspondence.    It seems strange that Mrs. Osgood did not herself make the request quietly, if she thought she had committed herself improperly j instead of doing1 so, however, she sent Margaret Fuller and a companion, who astonished tbe poet with their credentials. In a moment of exasperation he is said to have remarked that Mrs. Ellet had better come and look after her own letters, — a chance word that seems fe> have canceled all his considerate flattery of that TOftUtet in the past ten years.   The ladies returned to New York with their precious bundle j and Poa
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